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Woods Forum: 
Making informed decisions about your land…together 



Massachusetts 
Forests 

62% Forest Cover 

8th Most in Country 

3rd Most Populated 



MA Forest Ownership 

 More than 3/4ths 
of the forests are 
“family forests” 

 
  46,554 people 

with ownerships  
> 10 ac. 

 

other
public

forest
industry

other
private



Mr. McHale         
and daughter 

Mrs. & Mrs. Murphy 



  Decision Points 
 
1.  Should I sell my timber?  
 
2.  How do I plan the future my land?   



Sell Timber? 



Professionals:  Foresters and Loggers 



Sell Timber Decision Point 

 Mr. and Mrs. McHale own 57 acres, which 
    Mr. McHale grew up on 
 Offered $17,000 for trees 12” and larger 
 Offer was a pleasant surprise and money was an 

important goal 
 Children in the area, wanted to pass land on in good 

shape 

Fair Price? 

        Will the harvest meet all of their goals? 



Making an Informed Decision 

 Mr. McHale spoke with a friend who referred him 
to the DCR Service Forester working in their town 

 

 Researched then hired Licensed Forester 
 

 Implemented Harvest Strategy to meet goals which 
included cutting ½ of the trees originally proposed, 
leaving the high quality trees free to grow 

 

 Put timber out to bid 
 

 Developed contract to meet landowner objectives 



Result 
 High Bid was $48,850 (2.8 times as much money 

for 1/2 the volume of timber!) 
 

 Increased Growth of high quality trees 
 

 Pass on land with management options 
 

 Woods left in good shape – hiking, hunting, and 
snowmobiling 

 



Future of my land? 



Professional:  Land Protection Specialist 

 Work for a land trust or state conservation 
agency. 

 

 Provide landowners options for meeting their 
financial and personal goals for the land. 

 

 Tools include: Conservation Restriction,  
Land Donation, Limited Development. 



Conservation Restriction (CR) 
 A legally binding covenant between a 

landowner and a land trust or state agency that 
permanently protects the property.  

 

 Restricts selected uses (e.g., development) 
 

 Allows other uses (e.g., forestry & agriculture).  
 

 Can include some or all of the property. 
 

 Public access typically not mandatory 
 

 CR typically names a back-up organization 



Decision Point:  Future of My Land 
 

 The Murphy family owns a 53-acre working 
farm in central MA 
 
 

 Family owned land since 1907 
 
 

 New houses built on all sides of 
property…within 25’ of their stone walls. 
 
 

 Family was approached by developers 
numerous times. 
 
 

 Mr. & Mrs. Murphy uncertain about their 
five children 

They know land can 
be sub-divided and 
developed, but are 
there other options? 



Making an informed decision 

 Mr. & Mrs. Murphy felt strongly about 
preserving open space and maintaining their 
family’s farm 

 

 Spoke to a friend who recommend they speak 
to their local land trust 

 

 Met with the land protection specialist to 
discuss goals and options 
 



Result 
 Placed a conservation restriction on most of 

their land 
 

 Maintains their right to continue farming and 
managing woods 
 

 Excluded a 2-acre building lot 
 

 The ecological value of the land allowed them 
to sell most of the value of the CR through 
funding provided by the Forest Legacy 
Program 

 

 Donated the part of the value of the CR and 
received a federal income tax deduction 



Achieving Landowner Goals 

Goal 
Informed 
Decision 

Review Options 

Choose a Forester or 
Land Trust 

Talk to Friends and Neighbors  
 



What’s on your mind? 



So what’s the point? 

 Manage the forest and 
cut timber?   No.  
 

 
 
 Preserve everything and 

don’t build houses?  No.  
 



Look Before You Leap !!!! 

   

   Make an 
informed 
decision 

     !!!!!!! 

 

 











Keystone 
Project 

 
 

  Next Training – Harvard Forest: 

 April 11th – 14th, 2013 
www.MassKeystone.net 



If you know of another landowner in a 
position to make a decision: 

Can you connect them to: 
 

•Other landowners with 
  previous experience 
 
•Local land trust/State 
conservation agency 
 
• Service Forester or 
   Licensed Forester 
 
• http://MassWoods.net 
 

 

Goal 
Informed 
Decision 

Review Options 

Choose a Forester or 
Land Trust 

Talk to Friends and Neighbors  
 

http://masswoods.net/


So they are not making an 
uninformed decision alone… 



“Relegating conservation to government is 
like relegating virtue to the Sabbath. Turns 
over to professionals what should be the 
daily work of amateurs”  
Aldo Leopold, 1935 
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