
 

Planning the Future of Our Forests:  
Estate Planning Outreach 

A Component of the Working Forests Initiative 
 

Working in partnership, UMass Extension, The Trustees of Reservations’ Highland 
Communities Initiative, and the North Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership will be 
collaborating to provide estate planning outreach to forest landowners across Massachusetts. 

 
The 3-year outreach initiative is intended to encourage forest landowners to plan the 

future of their land and to consider conservation as a tool for effective estate planning.  To 
accomplish this goal, we will be developing a publication and on-line resources, and organizing 
events for landowners to learn more about estate planning and conservation options.  

 
The kick-off event for the initiative will be a seminar, “Family Land Conversations: 

Communication Strategies for Estate Planning and Inheritance Decisions” to be held on 
November 14th, 2009 from 9A.M. to 3 P.M. at the Hotel Northampton. 

 
The forests of Massachusetts provide many benefits to the public including clean water, 

carbon sequestration, wildlife habitat, forest products, recreation, and scenic views.  The 
majority of these forests are ‘family forests’, owned by families and individuals with an average 
age of over 60 years.  Over the coming years, family forest owners will be faced with the 
decision of what to do with their land.  Their decisions impact not only their families, but the 
public benefits their land provides.  Our estate planning outreach efforts will provide these 
landowners with information and resources that will encourage them to actively plan the future 
of their land, including their land conservation options. 

 
The estate planning outreach is made possible through a grant from the MA Department 

of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and is a part of DCR’s “Working Forest Initiative”.  The 
other components of the Working Forest Initiative include: Forest Stewardship management plan 
development, Forest Viability and Enhancement Program, and a Carbon Offset and Trading 
program for landowners.  For more information about these programs, visit: 
http://MassWoods.net.  
 
 

                         
 
 


